
UKRAINIAN EGG WORKSHOP (“Pysanky”; pronounced peh’-san-keh)

Tuesday, March 24, 2009 • 10am-2pm
Corte Madera Recreation Center • 498 Tamalpais Dr., Corte Madera, CA 94925
Sponsored by the Corte Madera Women’s Improvement Club • www.cmwomensclub.org

We are looking forward to seeing everyone on Tuesday! This workshop is being offered as a 
community-building event by the Corte Madera Women’s Club as an introduction to the Club 

– at no cost to participants. Of course, we encourage you to join the Club and participate in future events and 
workshops. Membership is a modest $15 per year. To find out more about our varied activities, please visit our 
website: www.cmwomensclub.org.

AT THIS WORKSHOP: You will each receive a kit that contains: a medium “traditional” kistky, three envelopes 
of powdered dye, a square of beeswax, a tea candle  and a design with instructions. Additional designs and dyes 
will be available at the workshop, as well as a limited number of different kistky to try. Handouts on resources 
and symbolism will also be available. Donations to the Club to cover the cost of materials are always welcome.

EACH PARTICIPANT SHOULD BRING:

• 3-4 RAW EGGS. Depending on the complexity of your design, you will probably have 
time to make two eggs. Bring extra in case of breakage, or if you are a speed demon. I do 
not recommend blowing them out. Eggs should be:

 - RAW, not hardboiled
 - ROOM TEMPERATURE: get them out of the refrigerator first thing in the morning 
 - RINSED, but they should not be washed with soap or detergent 
 - REGULAR: look them over for slubs or other imperfections
 - SIZE doesn’t matter: large and medium are good; jumbo are reputed to be less strong

• Three (3) CONTAINERS for dye. Dyes last for years and will dye dozens of eggs. You 
will want to take them home with you! The ideal container: 

 - holds 12-16 oz (2 cups)  
 - has a tight-fitting lid (you do not want this dye to leak, as it is very strong) 
 - has an opening wide enough to manipulate an egg into it without dropping the egg, 

but is narrow enough that the volume of dye will cover the egg
 - is made of GLASS. The dyes are prepared with boiling water, and plastic may deform. 

Lids should be plastic or coated, but metal lids can be lined with plastic wrap.

• NEWSPAPER to cover your workspace and provide a pad should the egg you are work-
ing on accidentally drop.

• A PENCIL for marking your design on the egg (#2 or #3 hardness)

• A STAINLESS STEEL SPOON or TONGS to manipulate the egg in and out of the dye

• A GLASS or MUG to hold water for washing your spoon. Paper cups may to fall over.

• RUBBER BANDS that will fit around your eggs. The best ones are flat and fit snugly on 
the egg, but not so tightly that the egg is squeezed to the breaking point. The fat blue or 
purple rubber bands that come on supermarket broccoli or asparagus work very well.

• Soft RAGS or PAPER TOWEL to wipe melted wax from the finished eggs. Old cotton 
t-shirts work well.

• Your LUNCH! The Club provides beverages.

CHECK OUR WEBSITE for resources, instructions and web links. 

A NOTE ON EXPECTATIONS: If this is your first time attempting this art form, your eggs will not look like the 
samples above, but may look more like the one at right. The photos in books don’t show anyone’s early work! It 
takes practice to create the intricate patterns on the “professional” eggs. We encourage you to experiment, try dif-
ferent patterns, and you will soon find your own particular style. 


